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ADDRESS OF THE EDITORS. 

Mosr of the Keligious Magazines which 
have trom time to time been published in 
this country, have been conducted by Cler- 
zymen. The Editors have long thought it 
Jesirable, that a similar work should issue 
trom the press, under the exclusive directi- 
on of Laymen. A work of this kind, when 
conducted exclusively by the Clergy, is too 
frequently regarded as an effort to support 
some peculiar dogmas of their own, or as a 
means to promote their own pecuniary inte 
rest. The consequences which result from 
such opinions are, that the circulation of 
the work is either very limited, or that it is 
nerused by very few; in either case it can be 
Neither of 


these motives, it is conceived, will be im 


»~roductive of but little good. 


puted to a «Society of Laymen.”’ They will 
not be suspected of liaving amy interest in 
inculecating any doctrine which is not dis- 
tinctly revealed in the Bible, and clearly 
avowed by the Church; nor will it be said 
that their object is a pecuniary one—every 
such consideration would forbid them to re- 
jinquish their secular professions, for thein- 
considerable revenue which might be de- 
rived from the publication of a Religious 
Miscellany. The Editors therefore, fee! con- 
scious to themselves, that they stand upon 


andependent ground 


The sole object of the work which they 
have undertaken, they conscientiously de- 
clare, isto dc good. The best means of ef- 
fecting this, they humbly conce've, is by 
endeavouring to illustrate the peculiar ex- 
cellence of that Church, of which they 
have avowed themselves to be members; 
by endeavouring to shew, that in her doc- 
trine, her discipline, her art:cles, her ho- 
milies, and in her «form of sound words,’’ 
she will bear the test of the most critical 
scrutiny; and that, like the king’s daugh- 
ter, «‘Herapparelis of wrought gold, she is 
all glorious within.’’ Itis by pursuing this 
course, that the Editors are induced to hope, 
with the blessing of God upon their la- 
bours, that they nay prove the humble 
instruments of promoting, in some degree, 
the extension of the kingdom of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

It is a fact, melancholy indeed, but 
too notorious to be denied, that a vast 


number of persons who ca!l themselves Mem- 


ibers of the Protestant Episcopal Church, 


are utterly ignorant of the doctrines she 
inculcates, the discipline she has _ esta- 
blished, and the peculiar beauty and pro- 
priety of her more than hal! inspired Litur- 
EY: 
Churchmenon these points, and endeavour- 


While aiming to instruct ignorant 


ing toconvince them that the Church, of 
which they profess to be members, teaches 
and inculcates al] things necessary to salva 


tion, and is therefore worthy of their most 
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ardent affection, and their peculiar attach. 


lment, they humbly hone, at the same time 
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that their exposition of her apostolical cha-| stand—Whatever therefore can have a tere 
vac e', may !eai others to her communion | dency to promote the interest of religion ig 
‘Toi struct all who nay peruse the ; ages | geneval, theincrease of pie'y, prese: ve peace 
of tais Mazazine, in the r duties as Christi |in tne Church, and increase harmony and 


ans, will bethea Nivus desire of the editors; | goed will among Canistians, it will be the 


but nan es ecial manner, ‘they repeat it,)/sedulous endeavours of the Editors to in- 
they will labour for the edification and +m-/| culcate. 

preverment of those who »:ofess .o be mem-| On many subjects the Editors are sene 
be s of the same communion with them-!s:ble that their libraries will furnish them 
selves. They wish to excile inthe Laity of} with much better essays than any they 
their Chureh, an incressed zeal for her| could themselves compose—these they shall 
prosper ty, a more act-ve pa.ticipation in|freely use—and trom the rich mines of 
vuose duties which she has assigned them,| Hooker, ‘' carson, Jeremy Tavior, Wilson, 
and a more liveiy inte est in al! that regards| Horne, Gibson, Jones o° Nayland, and 
both her spiritual and tempo a! welfare.| others, they will frequently adorn their 
Trev will therefore make ita part of their| pages with a rich and brilliant lustre. 
busivess, to point out to the atten ion of the With respect to the literary department 
Laity, and endeavour to expla:n to them, !of this Miscellany, it will be the ebject of 
the meaning and force o. (he Canons wh ch | the F-ditors to render it as inte: esting as may 
lave been adoptedby the Keclesiastical Au-| be practicable. With this exposition of their 
thoritv. Ia due sime they will givea brief! views, the Editors submit their work tothe 
bul comprehensive histo. y of Heloundation | patronage of their Christian Brethren, 
of the Church in this conntry, aod will ac-; Should it be honoured with their support, 
company it with a review of the proceedi. gs | they will endeavour not to disappoint the 


of -be General Convention of the Pi otesiant | expectations which it may have excited, 





Epis opal Church of ‘te United States, to- sini 


we 


gether with such notice of the proceedings | SOCIN {AN (SM. 


of the several State Conventions, as may be 


[We commence to day, and shall continue in the suce 


: as : — 2 oge - ceeding numbers, the publication of “A Preservative 
deemed iveresunys oT instructive. The Ves- ag dst Socimmanism,” by that soundand excelient di- 


; + os Vine, Wallan Jones, of Nay! 7 
try Laws which were enacted by the civil si ii ae 


My Dear Brethren, 

You live in an age, and in a 
country, in which many think they 
others, shall likewise be fully explained. Aj have a right to do, and Say, What 
history of the Compilation of the Prayer | they please. ‘Thus far, indeed, we 
Book, together with an occasional notice | are still under the protection of the 
of some of the eaiunent meu who assisted in | law, thatone man cannot shoot ano- 
thai noble work, will :orm a part of the | ther througt the head, without be- 
ne oe jing hang: d for it; unless he does it 

: ‘upon a principle of henour. But, he 
‘hnay asperse characters, accuse the 
innocent, put darkness for light, 
and fight for darkness, and blas- 


authority of the State, and the important 


duties which appertain to Vestrymen, and 





Bet while the Editors avowtheir intention 
of adapting they Magazine, in an especial 


manner, tothe useand bevefito!' the members 





oftheivoun Church, they cherish the hope | 


pheme God, without being called 
to any account. He may erect a li- 
in’ to other denominations of Christians. | terary Star Chamber. wierein all 
Therearesome poin's neon whichallagree--| works in defence of true religion, 
‘here is a broad basis upon which allmay(are misrepresented, and mangleds 


tha’ itwillnot befound altoget eruninterest | 
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without justice or mercy, for five- | whether libertines consent to his do- 
and-thirty years together; their ears|minion or not: and they may assure 


eropped, their noses flat, and thus |themselves, that the departure of 


disfigured they are turned out inte|the Christian Religion will be no 
the streets, to be scorned by the} peaceable event. Vo hen the founder 
publics who are hence to collect, that|of our faith expired, the heavens 
our faith is defenceless, and our) were darkened, the ea: th shook, and 
writers ridiculous. the minds of men were troubled) ond 

Before the flood of Noah, the earth |confounded, When God depored 
was filled with violence, God was|from the Jewish nation, discor’, pes- 
despised, all goodness was tramplee |tilence, aud famine, al toe horrors 
under foot, end men were too favjof wer, and ali the vu iseres of sedt- 
gone to take any warning. ‘The jtion and slavery succceded. The de- 
Gospel tells us it shall be so agan: |struction of the world, by the flood, 
and all good people. who are not|tie barang of Sodom, tue captivity 
imposed upon by empty sounds. canjol Jerusaem. and otecr like visita- 
piainly see that lrcentiousness, sej}uons., sve to be understood as so 
}odly glorified under the name of many Warnings of that fate, which 
liberty in these latier days, will be | all avostates will meet with, in ano- 
the grand ins'rument in bringing the | ther world, and as examples of wiat 
new world up to that degree “of cor-) Will most probably bela.l then: im 
ruption, which destroy ed tie old. | this world, 

That the influence of Christianity, 
Which is now so much decayed, may | 
be less and less every day. books 
and pamphiets are industriously 
handed about, among the common! 
people, to turn away their hearts, 
from Christian Trath to the fables 
of infidelity. IT do not mean that! 
these publications abound with oaths, 





My brethren, Tam one of those 
who. with God’s help, would wil- 
linely make a stand aganet that 
itorrent of heresy.andimpi> y, which 
ithreafens to break in up mous: but, 
| the re is no chance of doing this, to 
any purpose, unless we can rewove 
‘one fatal mistake, which most igno- 


u | | S t t] } t]! i rant peo: le nay iF tbour under, end 
Ses na ¢ ¢ yous ne 
curses, and obscenity; (though th lof — ih eneation af ane faith 


ress is daily delivered of them also i 
but that tl y a “ G a he \ - ) jnever fail to take advantage. The 
it that they give God the lie in ai 
oe ws ee a ehegn mistake is this; that Christians may 
the doctrines, by which our holy) 
religion is disti i: Lif tl rreckon hemselves secure of the fa- 
igion is distinguished; ant 1 te 
ish pica a | vour of Goa. if they are not guilty 
sana be attended to, er received. ! . . , wee, 
iof cheating, drinking, robbins, and 
must provoke him to transplant the | ruse ee 
Christian faith t +1 ‘murdering. “Ehis is the evror of the 
Shristran faith to some other qua 
tor wf thi rt] hict a i licnorant sand the artful fatter them 
er ic earth. which has not so}.7 ..) . 4: ) | 
miedlt, ubimal ot | ¥ in ifs tePing thom. that if thev do 
elected his goodness. : 
= see but lead what they cail @cad fives, 
Some may promise themselves, | ; 





varticles of faith are but matiers of 
that when this shall happen, astate; . nal i one , 
at op nion. and therefore they need 
of perfect freedom will take place: esl uaa Oe 
i Wik teen that | aoe not be nive about ther creed. To 
) cnow, that how free ‘ | 
sn pe jalggeel: po +; 6 ! make fs plausible notion the more 
( , , ye ¢ » ore — % 
pamnyaer : ‘ana " . ae agreeable. one of our most clegant 
nother dis ne : ; 
9 S08 Ae Raw fo be 1OU-| writers, who was a better poct thar 
midated by the claims of licentions- 
ness. The God of Christians is, | 


adivine, has pif st ‘nto rhyme: 
= : = oo oe Fo: modeso: faith let senseless zealots ficht 
and wiil be, the ruler of the world,{ — yig’can't ve wrong, whose lifeis in the teks 
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But a nightlife can no more grow | 
upona wrong faith, than grapes can 
grow upon thistles. “This is true 
for more reasons than one, but chief- 
lv, because the worst sort of wick- 
edvess is the wickedness of the mind 
against God, upon which, [ shall 
beg leave to offer you some conside- 
rations, in the following chapter. 


CHAPTER I. 
Of Spiritual Wickedness. 


Tuk Christian life comprehends 
two great branches of duty: the first 
towards God, the second towards 
our neighbour. Ged bas an un- 
doubted claim to the first place; our 
neighbour has the next; and we are 
to love him and help him, from a 
sense of our duty to God, who hath 
commanded us so to do. But if 
I stumble in the b ginning of my 
duty, and offend against God hin- 
self, what reason have I to expect 
his favour for what I do to any bo- 
dy? Willacts of kindness towards 
a fellow subject excuse me for an 
act of rebellion against my prince, 
or stop the execution of a statute 
against treason? What was the of- 
fence which brought death into the 
world? Not an offence against so- 
ciety; for there was nene; but oaly 
against a positive command of God. 
li was revealed, that to eat the fruit 
of the forbidden tree, would be at- 
tended with a deadly effect. This 
revelation was disputed; the truth 
of God was called in question; the 
lust of pride prevailed, and the sen- 
tence of death followed. ‘There- | 
fore if Adam destroyed the whole 
world by sinning against the truth 
af God, certainly any single man 
may destroy himself by the same 
means; though he should give all| 
his goods to feed the poor, and his 
body to be burned for the good “a 
society. 





; 


There is another short way of 
exposing the same mistake. Consi- 
der the character of the devil. He 
is no member of socicty; and bemg 
a spirit, cannot commit the sins of 
the body. He is no glutton, no 
drunkard, no miser, no adulterer; 
his wickedness is all of a spir:tual 
kinds; or in other words, it is the 
wickedness not of the body, but of 
the spirit. It consists in opposing 
the wisdom of God, perverting his 
word, misrepresenting his justice, 
despising his incarnation, suggesting 
evil thoughts to men, promoting he- 
resies, and dividing the Church of 
Christ: in a word, it is the business 
of the apostate spirit to counter- 
work the ways of the Divine Spirit 
by all the efforts of subtilty, false- 
hood, pride, matice and contradic- 
tion. Therefore he who opposes 
God, as the devil oth, must be the 
disc'ple and minister of the devil; 
and ifhe do the same work, what 
can be expected but that he will re- 
ceive the same wages? The charac- 
ter most acceptable to the devil, be- 
cause the fittest for his purposes, is 
that which most nearly resembles 
his own: and, for the forming of 
such a character, he employs the 
most refined of all his temptations, 
The stupid sot, the profane swearer, 
and the rotten debauchee, are low- 
lived examples of vice; the meanest 
of the devil’s scholars. Besides, 
these are sometimes Known to. be 
weary of their vices, and to forsake 
his party. But the speculative and 
philesophical sinner, is aman of fi- 
cure, whose pride will never admit 
of his reformation. The Scribes 


and Pharisees, nen conceited in their 
learning, found ways of eluding the 
divine law; they therefore adhered 
to the interest of Satan, and were 
immoveable in their errors; while 
the publican was wrought upon to 
renounce his extortion, and the har- 
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jot washed away her stains, with 
the tears of repentance. The ex- 
tortioner is drawn away by the love 
of money, Which answereth all things. 
Eccles. x. 193 and the harlot is fre- 
quentiy the victim of treachery, po- 
verty, and a bad education: but, the 
sinner Who errs upon principie, hath 
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at the Old Bailey. When a felon is 
convicted, and sentence is passed 
upon him, nobody arraigns the law of 
cruelty, the judges of partiality, or 
the jury of persecution. But when 
the blasphem:ng Socinian goes about 
to raise divisions inthe Church, and 
to rob Chr «tians of their faith, the 





set hunself in opposition to the will 
of God. Meaner sinners trans- 
evess the law, but he judges it: and 
where pride is entwined with error, 
aman sinks with a weight at his 
heels, which will never let lim rise 
any more. 

What are we then to think, but 


most valuable property they have 
upon earth, an outcry is raised if 
you offer to interrupt bim. 

Upon the Christian plan then, 
however bad carnal wickedness may 
be, spiritual wickedness is worse: 
for the mind is better than the body 
in itself, and consequently, accord- 





that he who is most like the devil, 
in his wickedness, is most hateful 
to God? And this is the case with 
the spiritual seducer. Hence, the 
Gospel gives us warning, that the 
wisiom of this world is foolishness 
with Gov; thot every thought is to be 
brought into captivity; that imagina. 
fions are to be cast downs that Satan 
hhath his depths, iis mysteries of ini- 
quity, as Well as his more gross and 
shallow deceits; that he has agents 
to recommend his principles, false 
apostles, deceitful workers, trans- 
forming themselves into the apostles 
of Christ, end solemnly preaching 
down the Guspel, under toe oufward 
profession of preaching it up ina 
purer manner. 

These, my brethren, are dangers. | 
of which few’ Christians are now 
aware; and therefore the work of 
every deceiver, who understands 
his trade, is more easy and more 
successful, than it used to be. 
cant of liberty of conscience, and the 
authority of private judgment, (both 
of which are extended to an unli- 
mited freedom of disputing the whole 
revelation of God to man) have 


been repeated in people’s ears, till 
they are intoxicated with the sounds, 
and can see no criminals left in the 
nation, but such as are condemned 


The) 


ing to au esfablished proverb, worse 
‘in its corruption. ‘Therefore no obe- 
‘dience can be acceptable to God, 

Without that which is the best of ny 
ihe obedience of the understandings 
no conrage 1s comparable to that 
which contends earnestly forthe faith 
delivered to the Saints; no temperance 
is like that which refrains from high 
thoughts, and presumptuous imagi- 
nations. Let us then be no longer 
stunned with the affected good lives 
'of such as fail in this sort of obedi- 
ence, Whose minds are at variance 
with the revealed wisdom of God: 
for there is wickedness blacker than 
that of common immorality: and 
more il virtues are something, or no- 
thing, or worse than nothing, ac- 
cording to the principles from which 
they proceed. If a man, who has 
made a practice of being drunk eve- 
ry day of bis life, should keep him- 
self sober for one dav, only that he 
may have an opportunity of picking 
his neighbour’s pocket, or over. 
reaching him in a bargain; of what 
value is such sobriety! Is it not 
worse than drunkenness? for his 
drunkeuness is beastly, and that is 
the worst you can say of it; byt his 
sobriety is diabolical. You may ap- 
ply this to other cases: and, let me 
‘tell you, that if spiritual wickedness 
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were but rightly understood, as it 
subsists in the devu, the original ot 
it all, men could never be cheated, 
as they now are, with the plausible 
ape-ches of those, who lie in wait to 
deceive them: and f verily believe 
one good discourse upon the charac- 
ter of Satan, stripping that wolf of 
his philosopher’s coat, and hissheep’s 
cloathing. would have more effect to- 
ward keeping many people steady 
to the truth, than an hundred trea 
tises upon particular points of doc 
frine. And this leads me naturally 
to shew What arts are practised, t 

propagate heresy and infidelity. 

(To be continued.) 
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Bishop Wilson on the blessings of a 
Standing Ministry. 

Tun Lord bless thee and keep: 
thee; that is, preerve and keep! 
thee from all evils the Lord make | 
his face to shine upon thee, by de- 
livering thee out of all thy troubles; 
and be gracious unto thee, in par- 
doning thy sins, and possing by | 





a Standing Ministry. 


And this I shall do, by setting 
before you, in order, the work ofa 
minister of God, that you may know 
how much his ministers contribute 


to your salvation; and thaj.you may 
esteem them accordingly® But [ 


must first shew you by what autho- 
rity they act. 

Now, the design of the Christian 
religion being to restore mankind to 
the merey and favour of God, from 
which we are sadly fallen, it pleased 
God to send his only Son, to instruct 
us In the true and only way of be- 
o {coming holy, that we might be ca- 
pable of being hoppy. This he did 
hin his own person while he continu. 
ed upon earth; but being to return 
to heaven, he gave authority to his 
apostles and to their successors, to 
finish the work which he had be- 
guns that is, to preach the gospel to 
all succeeding generations, that the 
world might have an opportunity of 
knowing the good pleasure of God, 
and what men must do to be saved. 

The power and commission which 





thine a icuutities: the Lord lift up the | Christ gave them, is well worth your 
lievht of his countenance upon thee, “hearing with the greatest attent on. 
or make thee glad and joyful; and) You will find it in the 28th ch: apter 


give thie on ‘ec; thatis all manner of St. Matthew, and at the 18th 
of prosperity. | verses and it is as follows: Jesus 
And then, that the peeple might “speaking to his apostles, said unto 


not imagine this to be only an emp-j them, JL power is green unto me im 
ty ceremony, Withouf any real ef- | heaveu and in earths that is. in hea- 
fect, God assures them, that when|ven. to send down ihe Holy Ghost 
his priest thus blesses them in his}to guide you into all truths and in 
name, that he will bless them accord-, earth. to establish a spiritual king- 
ing to the biessing pronounced over|dom there, Go ye, therefore. anid 
them. And in the antient prayers | inate disciples fo ime in all nations, 
of the Greek church, the people an-|baptizjng them in the name of the 
swerel, «the Lord keep you, sity Sar and of the Son, and of the 
to bless and sanctify us many years; | Maly Ghost; leaching them to observe 
to shew how sensible they were oi | all things whatsoever I hace com- 
the benefit of receiving God’s bles.) manded you. And lo! that 1s, let 
sing by his ministers. the world take notice of it, lo, Zam 


) 


And this is what I would endea-| with you, LT who have all power in 
mak | MeN and earth, Lam with yous 
am present with you in the work of 
your ministry, both to prosper your 


vour to make you sensible of; 
is, of the great blessing of a — 
ministry. 
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jabours, and to protect your persons, | what he has commanded ih ems who 
anto the end of the wor!.i; with you,|are und r the conduct of his spirits 
while you live, and with your suc-| and who have the promise of Christ 
cessors after your desth. to be present with them inthe exer 
The apostles having received this| cise of their ministry. 
commission jor themselves and their 
successors, they immediately set a- 
bout the work of the MINIStE’ 5 de- FOR THE REPOSITORY. 
claring to all nations, That God was) The Formation of Sepurate Congre- 
in Christ reconcilirg the world unto galions. 
himseif, not imputing their trespasses| Trere is one subject, upon which 
anto them. And that he had commit: jit is important that the nembers of 
fed unto them, to them and to ther) the PL i. Church of Maryland should 
successors, the word of reconciliali | he correctly informed, but to which, 
on; that is, he has committed unto! even those most interested in it, pay 
them the preaching of the gospel. | yery little attention. Befcre the re- 
upon the receiving and cbeying of | yolution, the state was laid «ff into 
which God will be reconciled to! pat shes. These parishes wore all 
mankind.* fof them very large, and of course 
So that you see very plainly, that!as our population increased, 1 ¢@ 
our Salvation depends, under Ged.) wants and covvenience of the men- 
upon the ministry of those when [bers of the church required ih. t 
Jcsus Christ and the Holy Ghes: other perishes, to be taken from che 
have appointed to reconciie men teicid ones, should be formed. Ace 
God, cordingly the law. con meniy call- 
Jesus Christ knew very well toled the Vestry Act, (passed in 1798, 
whata perverse world he sent them: | h, 24, sec, 33.) authorises the Cone 
he knew likewise that they were) vention te divide and unite parish sy 
men—men of like passions with |and to alter ther founds. and cons 
those to whom he sent them; anc |stitute new parishes, A’ter this, and 
therefore. to guard them and his |in the session of 1802. an act was 


(foe be continued ) 























own authority, as much as may be. 
from contempt, and to oblige the 
world to h ar them wth reverence, 
he declarest+, that he will look upon 
himself as injured. in the contemy: 
any man shews to his intsterss and 
that in them God is heard, or ce. 
spised, He that heareth vow (saith 
our Lore) heareth mez and he thai 
despiseth you, despiseth me; and k. 
that despiseth me, despiseth him thai 
senf me. 

This is one of the blessings of ; 
standing mimstry, We have mei 
commissioned by Jesus Christ, whe 
stand obliged to teach nothing but 
What they have learned from hin. 


meee 


2 Gor. v. 19. 


+ Luke x. 16 


passed, Which authorises the forma- 
tion of separate congregations, In 
virtue of these laws, separate pa- 
rishes, and separate congregations, 
have been forn ed, and most com- 
only without poy:ng the least re. 
igard to the raw. which was supposed 
io authorise what was done, 
Nobody is to believe, that a pa- 
sh or separate congregation cannot 
be formed, but by a compliance with 
the provisions of our acts of assem- 
bly. "Phe legislature cannot claim, 
avd never pretended to claim, a 
right to sey where our churches 
Shall be built. or how our parishes 
should be laid off. But laws are ne- 
ce-sary Inevery Christian land. to 
fenable every denomination of chris- 


t 
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tians to manage their temporal con- 
cerns, and to compel those who are 
entrusted with church property. 
faithfally to execute the trust. What 
the provisions of these laws ought 
to be, depend upon the discipline 
and government of each religious 
denomination; and they are framed 
according to the w ishes of those who 
are appointed to solicittheir passage. 
It isto the state of no importance, 
who shall constitute the body politic 
of each religious community. and 
therefore the wishes of each are gra. 
tified. But the law for each. must 
prescrive some particular modes, to 
the exclusion of all others, and if 
necessarily follows, that a parish. 
or congregation, not formed in pur- 
suance of the law, is entitled to 
none of the rights and privileges 
which itis its design to conter. Now 
the mode of proceeding is so plain, 
that the mistakes which lave been 
so often committed, especially in 
the formation of separate congrega- 
tions, are attributable to avery cul- 
pable inattention. Whenever it-is 
proposed to form a separate parish, 
or congregation. recourse should be 
had to the act of assembly, by those 
Who undertake it, and with the taw 
before them, so plain are its requi- 
sitions, that it is almost impossible 
to commit any crror. 

Yet it bas so happened, that in 
very few instances indeed, has the 
law, especially for forming separate 
congregations. been complied with; 
and of course, very few of our se- 
parate congregations have secured 
to themselves any of the privileges 
granted by this law. 

A canon of our charch requires ¢ 
compliance with the act of assembly. 
to entitle such congregation to be 
represented in the Covvention; but 
to this canon as liitle regard has 
been ar by our Conventions. as 


{ 





sions of the act 





Discourse by Bishop Horne. 


eregations have paid to the law, 


under which they pretended to be 
acting. 


Ought not the members of these 


congregations to ascertain whether 


the provisions of she act of 1802, 
have been complied with, and if they 
have not, tu proceed forthwith to do 


every thing which that law requires 
to be don? 
of them may have deep cause to Ja- 
ment their negligence. 


If they do not, some 


It is important also to the church, 


that the Convention should in every 


ease, exact a compliance with the 


law, and that satisfactory evidence of 


a compliance with it should be re- 
ceived, before any act is done, re- 
cognizing such separate congregae 
tion. [tis known to the writer of 
this, that the declarations of a per- 
son, entirely ignorant of the provi- 
of assembly, have 
been received in Convention, as evi- 


dence that the requisitions of the 


law had been complied with, and 
when in truth no one thing requir- 
ed by the law had been done. And 
moreover, the time has been. when 
even congregations, not organized, 
have had lay-delegates in the Con- 
vention. While “each things are. 
the affairs of the Church can never 
be properly conducted. Let every 
thing be done decent'y and in order. 


nee 


Conclusion of a Discourse by Bishop 
Horne. 


Go, thon who art tempted te re- 
ict or to neglect the satisfaction of 
Christ; go to the bed of sickness, 
and undraw the curtains of affliction, 
ask him whe lies racked with pain, 
and trembling at the thoughts of the 
wrath to come, what his opinion is 
concerning the doctrine of atone- 
ments and observe how the name of 
a Saviour. and intercessor, puts 


the members of the separate con-|comfort and gladuess into his sor- 
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rowful and affrighted soul, ata time 
when the treasures and the crowns 
of Eastern Kings would be utterly 
contenmed as equally vain, worth. 
less, and unprofitable as the dust of 
the earth. Then reflect, (hat such. | 
one day, must be thy state; and in 
that state, such infallibly = be thy 
thoughts and sensations nid did 
the cares and pleasures of ries world | 
suffer living men to think and eel | 
as dying men do, the intercession of, 
Ciurist would be regarded and ac- 
cepted by Christians as that of 
Aaron was by Isracl Now indeed, 
the sentiments of men on this, great 
point may be different. because ‘their 

passions ‘and prejudices are differ 
ents 
the subject, when passion shall cease, 
and prejudice be fo more; at the 





hour of death. and in the day of| 
judgment. 


[un that last and concern 
ing day, the scene, on which we 
have been meditating. (xvi. Numb. 
47, 48,) shall again be exhibited in 


} 
its most awful and tremendous ac-'§ 


cowplishment. Instead of fire from 
the presence of the Lord, to con- 
sume the two hundred and fifty that 
offered incense, “behold the 
cometh, that shall burn as 


do wickedly, shall be 
and the day that cometh, shall burn 
them up. and leave them neither 
root, nor branch.” — frstead of the 
pestilence to destroy 14,.' 
his murmuring people: the inex- 
haustible floods of Almighty ven- 
ceance, 

rits in irresistible perdition. . "Phen, 
when the Heavens shall melt with 
fervent heat all around, the fiery 
gulph rolling beneath, and the earth 
upon Which we stand, 


ee A amd 
sinking dewn 


into the flames, then what a sieht it)! 


will be, to behold our blessed Aaron, Ghost, if they ¢o but 
our great mediator, 


| 

af 

isaying ‘worthy 
but we shall think alike upon). 

har 

| 


day | 
an OVE. | 
and all the proud, yea, and al who} 
as stubbles! 
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heaped up for ages, shall be: 
poured out, to drown rebellious spi- | 





fin Confirmatioii a 


and interposing lis meriis between 
the dead and the living, between 


those, who disbelieving, have mur- 
inured against him, and thase who 


believing, have served 


) and obeyed 
him. ‘Then tremble, 


theuo wretch, 


who bas blasphemed or slighted the 
intercession of Jesus, 


Bat reqoice 
greatly, O faithful soul, whose trust 
hi ath ever been in bim; thy salvation 
is sure, and the day of t y redemp- 


tion 18 Come; rejoice and shout 
aloud for joy; join the chorus of 
angels, and the spirits of just men 


‘made periects the ten thousand times 
ten thousand, and thousands of thou- 


ard 
is the lamb, that 
receive power, and 
and wisdom, and strength, 
and honour, and glory, aud bless- 
ing.” And with them fet every 
creature, Which is in Heaven, and 
on the earth, and under the earth, 
cond such as are in the sea, and all 
‘that are inthem,” exalt their voices 
cand proclaim, «blessing and honour, 
‘and glory, and power, to him that 
isitteth upon the throne, and unto 
ithe lamb, for ever and ever.”— 
| Amen. 


sands, Whom the bles-ed John ii 


vas slain. to 


Oe ee 
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FOR THE REPOSITORY. 
On Confirmation. 

ConrirMa'TIon is the solemn lay- 
ing on of the hands of the Bishops, 
‘upon such as have been baptized, 
and are come to scars of discretion. 
We do not say that the Bishop gives 
‘the Holy Ghost. nor did the apostles 
themselves do it by their imposition 
of hands. “Phey laid on their hands, 
and God gave the tloly Spirit to 
‘those on whom they laid them. And 
iwe presame, that by the fer- 
vent prayers of the Bishop, and the 
Church, those on whom he lays his 
shatl receive the Holy 
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iO On the Obligation to do Good and Communicate. 


The persons 
take uponthemselves, in the presence 
of God and the congregation, the 
vows and prowises which were made 
in their names by their god-fathers 
and god-mothers, when they were 


admitiedinemberso!l Christ’s Char: hy) 


Persons to be confirmed should 
be cf a preper are to understand 
the nature of their baptismal vow, 
end capable of making a prudent and 
fom resolution of observing it. 

Confirmation is not to be looked 
upon as the mere ceremony of re- 


to be confirmed.{only the doctrine of baptism, but the 


elaying on of hands’? —vi. Heb. 2. 
Aod Calvin declared, that this one 





tlace shews evidently that confirmas 
fion was in-tituted by the Apostles. 

Tertullian, who lived about eigh- 
ty yearsaiter St. Jolm, says that -eaf- 
ter baptism succeeds the laying on 
of hands by prayer for, and inviting 
the Holy Spirit. St. Cyprian, who 
‘ived about sixty years afterwards, 
says, «The same thing is practised 
among us. that they who are bap- 
tized in the church, are presented 








coring the Bishop's blessing, but as | ‘to the governors of it, the Bishops, 
an engagement on our part, “sole ‘un. | that hy thor prayers and impositt- 
ly to persevere in our holy faiths) on of bands, they may obtain the 
and upon the performance of our) Holy Ghost, and be perfected with 
part, wemay assuredly believe, that | the seal of Christ. 

we are eSealed by the Holy Sp rit | St. Jerome speaks thus—<If you 


{ God unto the day of our redemp- 
ne . 

Such as have been once confirmed 
should net come to be confirmed a- 
gain. 

Preparation for the holy commu- 
nion is to follow confirmation. Those 
who have already renewed their 
baptismal vows, are to endeavour to 
carry their resolutions to perfecti- 
on. by the worthy receiving of the 
holy communton afterwards, and so 
from time to time as opportunity of- 
fers. 

it is a dreadful thing to make 
promis:s to Almighty God auch ie- 
ver think of them afterwards, 

Coniiimation was used by the 
Apostles; for when the men of Sa- 
maria had been converted and bap- 
iized. ad had rece:ved th word of 
Gaod, St. Peter and St. John were 
sent to Coufirm these new converts, 
io dav their hands upon them. that 
they might recewe the Holy Ghost— 
SeeviiiActs. ‘The disciples at Ephe- 
sus, Were Confirmed by St. Paul, af- 
ter they had been baptiz zed, in the 
name of Jesus—xix. Acts 5,6. St. 
Paul mentions as fundamentals, not 


sek where it is written, it is written 
inthe Acts of the Apostles, But if 
badges Were no authority in scripture 
for it. yet the consent of all the 
world in thes particular, is) instead 
jof a command, 
one of the most learned aivines, and 
pious christians of this age, (Dr, 
KBureess,) that wi hout confirmation, 
Infant baptism is indefensible. Woith- 
out the puolic profession of his faith, 
the is a member of Christ’s church 
only by proxy.” 





nn ee 





| Wordsworth, on the Obligation to «du 
Good. and Communicate.” 


“Gop hath made of one blood 
all nations of men for to dwell on 
iall the face of the earth.”” He hath 
‘connected us together by the bands 
of one common nature. similar wants, 
the like affections and desires. And 





one another’s aid, so has he wisely 
diffused and bestowed, in sundry 





degrees and manners, the power 
hand ability to help one another. 
| Lhe moral nature, Which he has 


[It is the opinion of 


as it is the law of our being to need 
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Bishop Chase’s Adiress. : li 


wiven us, the conscious delight with Bishop Chase’s Address. 
which le has accompanied "ie per- To the Conventwn of the no wly organized diocess of 


Ohe , which heid its second meeting in June last, 


for Lace of beneficent actions; tie Biohop Cha-e gave a most inter sting “View of the 


tendency which such a course of life ae Praga cy so a= 
has to promote our own happiness in| May 5.—We proceeded on our 
this world, to fall back as it were in|journ y to fulfill an appointment 
dews and showers of bounty, on our) made for me by Der. Doddridge, to 
own heads, much more the precepts; wold service at Mr. Dewent’s “about 
of holy scripture, the eternal weigh'|ten or eleven miles trom the vil- 
of giory with which the unerr ng jlace. 
word of God has assured us, that The roads being bad, and the 
God will reward and crown his own|country new, we were somewhat de- 
silts in his servants: all these are laved—the congregation bad been 
so many indications of the divine | — (| some time » and anxious! y 
will, and our duty, that as we have |waiting our arrival. At sight of + 
opportunity, we do good unte all) a were greatly rejoiced; and in 
men. It is plain that he who accor jing teo numerous to be all accon- 
ding to his ability seeks most te)modated with seats inthe log cabins, 
«do good and communicate,” is so|they removed to a convenient place 
far what man most ought to be, isjin the adjoining wood. Here, with 
so far the happiest man, ts so far|a small table taken from the cabin, 
the best man, and the best christians;)and covered with a coarse white 
while the unprofitable servants, we \cloth. on which to lay the holy books, 
equally Know, must be cast into the trees and the sky for our cano- 
outer darkness, Our duty there |py, and an assembly of people from 
fore, is to help one another’s infir. |the neighbouring woods for our au- 
mities, to see that our abundance be|dience, the Doctor and myself per- 
a supply to their wants—that the) formed the solemn services of the 
ea’ th may be full of the goodness of | church, and baptized a number of 
the Lord, that their abundance again | children, 
may become a supply for eur w ants| As soon as the services were over, 
—that so far as may be, there may ‘the congregation crowded to the ca- 
be equality. inagee Whither we had repaired. Here 
Our reasoning, itis evident, applies |a most interesting scene took place. 
alike to the gifts of nature aad of |A number of young men and women, 
grace, or such difference as there is, being deeply affec ted at beholding 
wili be found to be in favour of the the services. particalarly that of the 
Jatter, as well becau-e they are more | holy sacrament of baptism, applied 
valuable gifts, for esthe things which! for spiritual instruction, ft was 
are not seen are eternal.’’ as also given them, and several were bap- 
because being ont of the reach of tized. Witnessing the good effects 
mens natural faculties. to attain un-jof our endeavours thus far, we were 
to, they fall especially under that/encouraged to appoint another sev- 
gracious consideration, in which our) vice the same evening. “The house 
blesse? Saviour himself has placed) was again crowded, and a number 
them. «Freely ye have received.|of adults and infants were bapt zed. 
freely give.” Anespecial duty there-| Or. D. delivered a leetare in a very 
fore, lies upon us, to impart of our Mpressive manner, on the subject 
spiritual treasures to them that are a 4 the Christian Ciurch and Chris- 
necd. /trau ordinances, 














12 Bishop Chase’s Address. 


May 18th.—fn company with alwere made intelligible by the most 
Mr. Finley and a Mr. Henderson, Llaffecting ejaculations to God, his 
reached that night the neighbour-| Maker, Saviour, and Sanctifier. ©T 
hood where they lived, about nine}see my spiritual father,.’? said he, 
miles from St. Tacves’s, nearly west.|**my bishop, the shepherd of the 
Thad been told that old Mr. Finley | flock of Covist. of which I have al- 
wes sick, that he desired the conse-| ways considered myself and my lit- 
Jations of religion, and that the/tle lambs about me, the members, 
neighbourhood world be glad of my} but too unworthy, TE feared, to be 
miunustrations, Lcomphed with the sought and found in this manner. QO, 
request, and the event proved that) Sis! do [live to see this happy day? 
there was a particular pravicence in| Yes, “tis even so; Bless. d Lord! 
so doing. "Phese people were princi-| Holy Jesus! Thou who once camest, 
pally from Treland, and in their own | in great humility, to seek and to save 
country were what are called Eng- that which was lost, receive the trt- 
lish Protestants, bred to a tiberal/ bute of my grateful heart. Now let 
and pious Way of thinking, and to a; thy servant depart in peace.” As 
more than ordinary courteousness; the venerable man spake forth the 
of deportment. Emigrating from) effusions of his mind, in words like 
their own, and coming to this conn-|these, he bowed his gray hairs, and 
try in the early settlement of Ohio,| begged the prayers and benedictions 
they fixed themselves here in the/of the Church. They were afford- 
woods, and underwent the many de-|ed; and cold must that heart be, 
privations and hardships tneident to] which under such circumstances, 
a new establishments; their chil-;could refuse to be fervent. "Phe vi- 
dren grew up and their families in-!sitation offee was performeds in 
creased. Which the family, joined by the 

Ardently attached to the church./neighbours, hastily assembled, par- 
hey could not but think of her and! ticipated. 
her pieasant things; though they had| The good effects of this office, not 
buf jittle prespect of seeing bherjonly on the person to whom and for 
prosperity. "Phe Rev. Dr. Dodd-! whom it was prepared, but on all 
ridge the nearest. and fur many;who witnessed it, were apparent. 
years, the only Episcopal clergy-| And here I cannot but bear my de- 
man inthe country, lives some twen- R ided testimony tn favour of a ru- 
ty miles from them, on the Virgi-|brical conformity to the injunctions 
nia side of the Olive. Such wus our venerable Church. in prete- 
his aveEcatlons, that he had never: rence to any thing which the minis- 
been among them. Here they were t Yr Cospe cially if he be a young 
isolated and alone, as sheep having) ma neo may substitute in its place. If 
no shepherd. Finley the elder, “ihe the ininister sustain the character 

old man of wiom ED spake, was yerlof his Divine Masicr, whom he re- 
alive;”’ yet only so alive as that they) ipresents, and whose work he is do- 
were ohliged to vaise him up to Sa-| ing, he need be under no apprehen- 
lute me oas FP approached his bed.|sion of ticongruity, when, on enter- 
As Ltook his hand, trembling with! ing the house of the sick man, he 
age and weakness, he burst inte; repeats what the Church has com- 
fears, and sebbed aloud. The grate-|manded him to say, Peace be to 
fal effusions of " is heart, ai the sight! thie louse, and all that dwell in it.” 
of a minister of the blessed Jesus,!'Nhere is such primitive simplicity, 
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there is something so characteristic 
of a servant and imitator of Jesus 
Corist. in solemnly pronouncing 
these words on approaching a sick 


Dean Hickes’s Writings. 
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ed before, and some, who were now 
confirmed, being not yet duly in- 
structed for the sacrament.) [na 
cabin with scarcely a pane of giass 


man’s couch, that every heart feels|to let inthe light of day, and floor 


their force, and every eye melts into 
tears. "The soil is thus prepared to 
receive the words of exhortation 
which follow, and to off'r up th: 
prayers with unfergned devotion. 
The broncaes of the family, and 
other persons in the vicinity, bemeg 


of roughly hewn planks. we kielt 
down together, and there the holy 
offices were performed. ‘The patri- 
archal old man, having caused him- 
‘self to be raised in his bed, gazed 
With unspeakable rapture on the 
scene betore him. fis tears only 


| 





though at a late hour. 
proceeded to the work of instruction, 
The nature and obligation of 
chrstian covenant in baptism, and. 
as renewed in confirmation, and the) 
Lord’s supper, were dwelt upon: 
and the litt'e assembly were dismiss 


ed with earnest exhortations, to sec k. | 


in their prayers, the aid and direc 
tion of God’s Holy Spirit, to guide 
them in the solemn duties to be per- 
formed in the morning, 

1 went home with one of the sons 
of Mr. Fintey, and after a short time 
devoted to sleep, at dawn of day | 
returned to the sick maw’s bed. 
family and friends cawe as quickly 
together, and the sun had scarcels 
beeun to enliven the woods, when |) 
again addres-ed my iteresting au-| 
dience. With what heartfelt ‘plea- 
sure—wih what grateful exultati- 
on did T now vead in the counte 
nances of this litte flock the effects 
of Gospel trutii! Every face beam-| 
ed with holy fear and love, that bless- 
ed compound, which speaks at once 
the modest, the believing and the 
obedient christian: and whan - ex- 
amined and called for the persons, 
to be confirmed, 
little circle presented 
The office was begun, 
ceived the laying on of 
Which the holy supper of our Lord! 


themselves. 
and they re- 


sent for, — 


thee 


The 


eleven out of thisji 


hands: after) the 


indicated what he felt. The sym- 
Ibols of his dear Redeemer were giv- 
en and ecceived. They were pledges 
of eternal joys, in that world whi- 
‘the r he was so fast hastening. Giv- 
ing him the Episcopal biessing, I 
itook my leave and departed. “My 
mind, however, did not—does not 
soon feave them. IT never shail for- 
get the family and neighbourhood of 
the venerable Finley. 


From Dean Hickes’ Writings. 


Ir is better to be humble, than to 
be a prophet; it is better to be right- 
eous. than to have the faith of mi- 
races; and it is better to be holy, 
than to lave the gift of tongues. 
‘But to be peaceable, and love uuion, 
IS as wei a grace as to be humble, 
rigliteous, and holy; nay, as to be 
pu.e and temperate; for it is equall- 
ed with all those, and many other 
of the prime graces in the New 
Testament: it is reckoned with many 








of them among the truits of the 
Spirits and the fruits of the Spirit 


are better 4 more desirable than 
the gifts of The gifts of it may 
improve the cosiaeaies of my soul 
‘atter the metaphysical image of God, 
in knowledge and wisdom; which 
apostate spirits retain. But 
ithese are the fruits of it; as love, 





was administered to the like numbers | joy, peaceableness, &c. which con- 


(though not entirely to 
Ppersous—some haying been confirm 


the same! for in 


my soul, alter his moral 
linage. and make me partiker of his 





























14 


\ 

moral excellences and perfections, 
end whieh alone can qualify my 
spirit lor his presence and accep- 
tance; when many inspired men, 
and many enthusiasts, who 
think thems !ves inspired, shall be 
shut out of the kingdom of Gods as 
for other sins, so especially for dis- 
turbing the peace, and rending the 
unify of the church. 

Wherefore, if we lived in the age 
of miractes; or if God. to contute 
the infidelity of Atheists, or to con- 
vert the Siahemetans, or for any 
other re: Sheald now renew 
the gifts of his Spirits in submission 
to his good peasure, PE should beg. 
With the prophet Jeremiah, to be 
excused from all intellectual insp: 
rations, from visi and revela 
tions, and prophecy; trom the gift 
of tongues and discera:mg spirits. 
ang preaching and praying by tin 
medisie  iaspivation Pustead 
these gilts winch fail, and which are 
geodor bad, as the man ts that re- 
cerves them. L would bee him, for 
the sake of Jesus. to inspire me 
With the graces of tis Spirit. whret 
never falls with humality, tempe- 
rance, purify, justice ond charity 
for every of ihese surpasset) 
all understanding. and the know 
Jedge of ail mosteries: more esp-- 
qediy would L beseech him to grant 
me his peace, or inspire me wiih 
the love of union, which surpasseth 
all understanding. ant would keep 
my heart and mind from envy tugs 


more 


SOD .¢ 


yS, 


one 
ae* 


and strife, and from making or foe) 


menting needless divisions, throu 
Jesus Christ my Lord. 


ae 


Evctract. 

Be it known to all the world, 
sarvs Bishop Hall, that our chucch 
1s only reformed or repared. not 
made new: there is not one stone o} 
anew foundation Tatd by us; yea. 
the old walls stand still: only the 


wh 
>!) 


of 


Exiract. 


overcastinge of those ancient stones 
with the unftempered mortar of new 
inventions displease thus, Set aside 
the corruptions, and the church is 
the same.” Upon this same ground 
must every reformation of the church 
‘continue to proceed: it: must tend to 
some established point, and be go. 
verned by some fixed standard of 
judgment; otie wise a boundless 
ileld of speculation being opened to 
the human mind, theory will: follow 
upon theory in endless succession; 
til man. with respect to his most 
important concern, Will be left in 
the bopeless condition described by 
the Apostle, ever learning, and ne- 
ver able to come to the knowledge 
of the truth. 

In a word, what upon the ground 
of devine revelation was the faith of 
the church one thousand seven hun- 
dred years ago, must continue to 
be so still, God has revealed bim- 
selfs and all that he has spoken, and 
cousequently all thet is demanded 
of us to accede to, is declared in 
one hooks from which nothing is to 
be retrenched, and to which nothing 
cam he added. All that it contains 
Was as perspicucus to those who 
fivst perused it as it can be to us 
now. or asit can be to our posterity 
inthe fiflieth gencration, To taik, 
therefore, of adapiing creeds and 
confessions to the varving senti- 
nents and circumstances of tie 
cchareh for the tine being. is to for- 
get that the fashion of the world 
jas nothing t:> do with a business of 
| 








this kind, Ht is to forget that reli- 
cion. as deriving ifs establishment 
fom that beme,. Whom 6s 
| either variableness nor shadew of 
turning.’? must be expected to wear 


with 


che character of its divine Author, 
teat of being “the some yesterday, 
to day, and for ever.” 

The reader will, f trust, excuse 
iny having thus dwelt upon a sub- 
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On the Nature of Spiritual Religion. 15 


ject, which to me appears impor-|be best learnt from our Saviour’s 
tant. The master-prejadice of this} own word.—«God is a spirit, and 


enlightened age is, that all opinions|they that worship him, must wor- 


or aril of faith are equally good.|ship him in spirit and in truts.” 
That liberality of sentiment, mis-| Phe worship of a christian must be 
nuved charity, the offspring of|spiritual. The religion of the Jews 
speculative religion, which affects| abounded in outward and carnal or- 
to think well of men’s safeiy in any |dinances, suited to the not of 
religion, or even without any, has|their hearts,” and with types and 
introduced a way of thinking upon) figures, and cevemonics. amend Ory 
religious matters, unknown to the|to future ev cuts, in the accomplish. 
members of the Christian church injment of man’s redemption, 
its better days. ‘The object, at pre- When Christ came, hie vrealized 
sent. seems to be, not suv much te|those prefigurative types, and su- 
bring mankind up to the st andard | pe rseded their ovd:nances. His fol- 
of revealed religion, as to acc om-|lowers were thenccforward to seek 
modate that standard to the Opinions | God. not by the bleod of bulls and 
of mankind, by insisting as little as hot gots, not by daily or yearly 
may be upon those doctrines which /sacr “ific es, but by the blood of Christ 
cons itute the essence of Christi | oe e offered; the blood of the ever. 
ty; and so generalizing our creed,|lasting covenant; and to worship 
that persons of every persuasion! ti not so mach in ritual obser- 
may find ne dificalty in subscribing | vances, as in inward habits, 
to it. This plan of extending the) The sacrifice of a Christian con- 
Christian communion at the expense) sists In-acts of charity and mercy, 
of the Christian faith, may certain-| in oblations of bumility and contri- 
ly answer the purpose of enta ving |tion. The circumcision of a Chvis- 
our Congregations; bat in that case|tian is that of the heart, in the spi- 
they will be congregations of un-jrit and not in the letter; the religion 
believers of different desceript: ions, | of a Christian therefore does not 
rather than what they were design-)Consist in forms and ceremonies, in 
ed to be. Had the Christian reli-|the external aids of devotion, in 
gion been of this comprehensive nae, outward acts of worship. in Saying 
ture. or had the first preachers of it|*sLord, Lord.” These outward per. 
thought fitto have adopted easy and | for mances are only valuable, as they 
conciliating measures for the sake| promote and are subservient to that 
of making converts to it, iastead o! | religion which is seated in ihe heart. 
being decided preachers of the fatth| Yet when this their true object. is 
as itis in Clirist, the history of the|strictly observed, when it is made 
church would have presented us|the rule and measure by which they 
With a very different scene from|are invariably limited, so far are 
What it now does, and the Apostles) they from beimg incompatible with 
and martyrs might have died natu-, the. spirit of Christ’ s religion. that 
ral deaths. lits public exercise at leat cannot be 
— mnaintamed without them, 
: Public and social religion cannot 
On the Nature of Spiritual Religion| subsist without some positive regu- 
by Shute, Bishop of Durham. lations to direct. and as it were, to 
Tne nature of spiritual religion,| concentrate the piety of individuals. 
that is, of genuine christianity, will) The divine establishment of a visi- 
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ble Church, the apostolical institu- 
tion of different orders of Christian 
ministers, and the gradation of dif- 
ferent offices and duties flowing 
from such appointments, tnply the 
existence of external aids, in the 
earliest and purest ages of Christi- 
anity. It is not therefore too much 
to aflirm, that such assistances. 
Which were then expedient, are now 
necessary, and that the venerable 
Character of their origin imposes 
upon us the obligation of confor- 
ming to them, as of supr me antho- 
rity. 


Public worship, as it depends: 


augue well. The difficulties which 
must be surmounted, and the delays 
which are unavoidable, do not ap- 
pear to have been thought of by 
those Who have thus far been active 
inthe business. It would be well, 
in all deliberations upon a matter of 
such moment, to ask all the aid 
which could be given by a delegati- 


too, is possessed by the laity, than by 
the clergy of apart of the contem- 
plated Diocess. 





for its very heing on the appoint- 
ment of some external regulations, | 
so ut becomes iise:f a powerful ana: | 
iliaru to the spirit of devotion, It! 
is manifest. that by external aids, | 
wisely ordered for the conduct. of 
public worship. the spirit: of devo- 
tion is directed and improved, Phe 


acts of prayer, aud praise, govern 
ea by a preper sense of the great 


eulated by «decency and order,’ 
has a strong tendency to excite, 


' 
i 


‘sity of 


—— 


A PAMPRLET has appeared, the 
design of which ts to prove the neces- 


Diocesses in the U. States. With- 
out venturing to express any dissa- 


iisfaction, with the author’s scheme, 
concurrence of a congregation in! 


iso fap as itis disclosed, we may be 


i alowed to lint, that the discussion 
yet : of subjects like this, require some- 
duty which is performing, and re-| 
> 
jupon them, 


thing more than a desire to write 


communicate and heighten religious) —— 


Hupressions. 


We observe it is in contemplation | 


to form a new Diocess. to be com 
posed of the Eastern Shore of Ma- 
rviand, the astern Shore of Vir 
ginia, and the State of Delaware. 
It is stated, that some of the Clergss 
on the Eastern Shore, having pre- 
viously obtained the consent of Bi 
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Confirmation.—On the 14th No- 
vember last, the Right Rev. Bishop 
Kemp, held a Confirmation in Ha- 


Mark’s Parish, Frederick county; 


t4 +EO ‘ im 4) ‘ > » rte i ’ 
shop Kemp, have had one meeting) sons were confirmed. 


about if, and have determined upon 
another. We entertain no doubt that 
the Chureh would be benefitted bs 
this measure, if it should be finally 
determined upon, and a suitable per- 
son should be selected for Bishop of 
tiie new Diocess. 

The proceedings, however, which 
have already taken place, do not 


iv St. Paul’s Church, Baltimore, Mr, 
George M-elhenny was Ordained 
Deacon, and on the Sth, in St. Anne’s 











‘holy order. 


increasing the number of 


onof the laity. We happen to know, 7% 
that more Knowledge of church mat- 9 
ters, and peradventure of theology 7 


Ordinations.—On the 6th January, | 


Church, Annapolis, Mr. William 3 
Rafferty, (lorimerly a Presbyterian 7 
Minister) was adimitted te the same 7 
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ver’s-towns on the 16th, in Saint- 7 


jon the 19th December, in St. Paul’s, | 
Baltimore, and on the 9th January, @ 


in St. Anne’s, Annapolis—93 per-# 











